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A rotten bulk it soils the shore 

That fades away with passing'years, 
And where the hands of humans' bore 
It's pirate rag of blood and tears. 
It's reign of terror placed a tyrant king above, 
Whose rule it foreed on man and called it Love. 

The fire that lick'd the rebel's frame, 

And tore a groan from out hiJfbreast 
Will burn no more to help defame 

The thoughts the life of Christ express'd. 
The wreath of love is laitl above tbf noble dead, 
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The daring thinker born to find 

The secret that our sphere i-o>nmands, 
.No longer sees the human mind 
In prison held by priestly bands. 
The brain of man invades the fields in which the priest, 
Though styled guide, did ever travel least. 

The witoh who cursed the cruel stake 

That held her faat amid the fire, 
Has passed away no more to shake 
Her charred fist at church and friar. 
The voice that wailed, "Oh, Mercyl" in the torture room 
Is silent now — the church has met its doom. 

The wars that shook 'd the ears *>f earth, 

With widow's moans and orphans' tears 
In Christian counsels had their birth, 

So Creed may thrive where shone their spears. 
The nuirder'd dead do line the highway man has trod, 
For souls were saved if blood was shed for God. 

The slaves who bore the pirate's rag 

Have loft the field to hunian thought; 
Their tainted hands have ceaa'd to drag 
The mangled form, that Freedom taught. 
No robber barons cheat the mental life today, 
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A Freethinker on the Defensive 



When Christian Sects Permit the Exercise of Private Judgment 
Creed and Tenet, Nothing bi 
Name Is Left. 



(By Lou Lawrence.) 

This being the case, would infinite love or infinite justice per- 
mit such a god to create a being doomed to even a preponderance 
of misery t Would not such a course be, rather, the act of a be- 
ing endowed with infinite hate? TJiink of the pain and misery 
of this life, to which all— good and bad, believers and unbelievers 
—are doomed alike! Add to this the punishment to which a ma- 
jority of men are supposed to be destined, and where is the in- 
finite loveT Where is even a finite lovet Where is even a hint 
of justice t 

It is useless to plead that god gives men a choice between 
good and evil, between pain and happiness. Men are where they 
are and what they are by the will of their creator, or else that 
creator is not infinite in power and knowledge; and if man's fate 
is the will of an omnipotent and omniscient being, that being 
is altogether in sentiment of love and justice. Eternal punish- 
ment — a prejKinderanee of suffering, even — is not consistent with 
infinite justice and love coupled with infinite power and knowl- 



"Well! but that doesn't matter," says my Christian sister, 
"you do not need to believe in eternal punishment to become a 
member of the Christian church." 

Certainly not. t^uite a respectuble number of your members 
do not hold that belief. It seems that many of them have given 
up the doctrine of an eternal hell. Hut let us see to what that 
concession leads. If there is heaven to gain, no hell to shun, no 
angry god to be appeased, then there was no need of an atone- 
ment, and the claims made for the Christ are false. In that 
case, Jesus did not die to save man; there was no need for the 
shedding of blood; the foundation is swept from under Christ- 
ianity and the churches are obtaining money under false pre- 



If a belief in and practice of the fundamental tenets of a re- 
ligion are not necessary to man's well-being beyond this life, 
what does the church stand for? If persons can be good Christ- 
ians after discarding one of the original dogmas, by every rule 
of reason they can discard another and still another, until there 
will be none left. When a sect begins to permit private judgment 
of its creed among its members, there must come a time when 
nothing but the name will be held in common. 

Again: If you are going to give up hell, you must give up 
heaven— you must give up immortality; or admit that the good 
and bad reach the same goal; and that admission is a contra- 
diction of the dogma of rewards and punishment, and renders 
the doctrine of the atonement null and void. 

Man is not responsible for the existence of evil. He is not re- 
sponsible for his own existence, mu lor his propensity to sjn- 
The Power that built the universe is responsible for all these 
things. You call that Power "God." You say that he created 
man. No omnipotent god could have a right to create man, or 
any other sentient being, except for its own good. If an omnip- 
otent god created man with his propensity to sin, and then pun- 
ishes him for indulging that propensity, he has used his power 
beyond the bounds of justice, and fills the popular conception 
of a devil instead of a god. I, for one, could not worship such 



"If you do not believe there is a god, how account for the 
existence of the earth and the heavens? for plants, animals and 
a god; neither can I believe in the existence of such a god; and 
I think this fact adds much to my happiness, 
man? Things do not come into being of their own accord. There 
must be a Power somewhere that fashions suns and stars, lands 
and seas, birds and flowers." 

My sisters, that is just what I expected you to say. That ques- 
tion was, most certainly, the mother of the god-idea. This de- 
sire to account for themselves and the universe has long been a 
dillicult, though natural, problem in the minds of men. 

As children want to know who made their toys, their clothes 
and their homes, so the human race, in its infancy, wanted to 
know who made the things whieh impressed it most — the earth, 
sea, sky, and themselves. With little outside of nature to arrest 
his attention, it is not wonderful that primeval man early set 
about solving "the riddle of the universe." There are points 
about that riddle which have not been made altogether plain up 
to the present time; and it is not ut all surprising that, in the 
childhood of the race, men made crude guesses concerning it. 
But their method was unscientific; and their solution, while it 
may have served a good pui|Kise in the past, is not consistent 
with the sum of present knowledge; and for this reason has ceas- 
ed to be of value. 

The business of science is to explain the Unknown in terms of 
the Known. Hence, the primitive method of accounting for the 
universe and man was unscientific because it was an attempt 
to account for one unknown quantity by postulating a second 
quantity not less unknown, but more distant. Our forefathers 
could not believe that the earth and man had made themselves. 
So they said "A god made them;" and the god was so far away 
that he did not arouse, in their minds, a sufficient curiosity to 
induce them to ask who made him. They did not seem to see 
that if a man was such a wonderful creature that he could not 
have made himself, a god, which was certainly a much more 
wonderful being, could much less have produced himself. Child- 
like, they had accounted to their satisfaction for that whieh 
lay nearest to them; and their intellects were not sufficiently 
penetrating to see that they had shifted the difficulty only one 
step farther away. 

1 am not ready to say that, in the infancy of the race, relig- 
ions did not bent fit mankind. When, from lack of scientific in- 
vestigation and intellectual power, men could not know truth, 
if their errors assisted them physically, morally or socially, the 
errors were not in vain. 

Truth is bought to light only by a multitude of mistaken 
guesses. For agi s, our ancestors have been stumbling from one 
guess to another, discarding each as it proved to be useless, or 
false, and establishing an occasional point beyond the possibility 
of a doubt; and it will be in this manner that i>osterity will, at 
last, lay a firm foundation on which to base its calculations. 
This is the nut hod by which mankind will succeed in building 
its temple of Truth, the only temple which Time cannot lay in 
ruins. ' 

No, I am not disused to assert that the god-idea has been an 
unmitigated evil; and I am ready to attack it only because I 
believe that civilized man has outgrown it, and because he is 
offered a philosophy which, if not absolute truth, is certainly 
much nearer the truth. As we discard out-grown garments be- 
they would hamper the growth of the body, so we must dia- 
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card out-grown ideas because they interfere with the growth of 
the intellect. 

Like every other fallacy, the god-idea has come to the point 
where it hampers Progress. While no one saw it to be a fallacy, 
the world could not be blamed for accepting it. But that neces- 
sity is passed. While science may not be able to explain the 
life-force behind nature, while the best she can do will be to say 
that this force is an attribute of Matter, she has demonstrated 
conclusively that there is no possible foundation for a belief in 
a personal "God," a being apart from nature. 

And now 1 will tell you in a very few words how I do account 
for the existence of the earth and all it contains, as well as for 
the vast expanse of the heavens, of which I can conceive no end, 
without having recourse to the declaration that there is a god. 

We know intimately only ourselves and the earth. We have 
a slight acquaintance with the sun, moon and stars — the denizens 
of Infinite Space— but much of what we say about them is mere 
speculation. 

Of the Known, near and far, science has never been able to 
discover anything that was not material. Even our minds, the 
most subtle phenomena within the range of our recognition, have 
a material basis; or, as I am fond of saying, are woven of Mat- 
ter. If anyone disputes this, let him exhibit a specimen of the 
mind which exists apart from Matter. 

This Matter — this fundamental, or primordial essence of all 
the known universe — this substance of which all things are 
builded— is a demonstrable fact. Land, water, air, ether— the 
linnest rock and the most delicate gas, are all combinations of 
Matter. Science has traced the various phenomena of nature 
to this point. How this primordial substance came, she has never 
been able to tell us. It is here; it is everywhere. It simply IS. 
We accpet it; and so far as knowledge goes, there is nothing 
beyond its ULTIMATE ATOM. 

Here is where I stop. Something, somewhere, must be self- 
existent. Something must possess the Building-Power— the Life- 
fpni and 1 can see no evidence of its existence apart from this 
Ultimate Atom— this ONE THING without which "was not any- 
thing made that was made." 

We know that the Life-force does exist in this connection. 
We know nothing beyond. To my mind, Matter is the Creative 



Power of the Universe. It is the one indestructible quantity; 
and why should we suppose anything beyond it when it is just 
us easy, and far more reasonable, to suppose it to be the self- 
sufficient Cause of the magnificent, incomprehensible ALLf 

Can you, my sisters, demonstrate to me the existence of a 
single phenom e na which has no material basis? Thought baa 
been named as an instance of this kind; but there can be no 
thought without a brain, and the brain is built of Matter. Your 
pastors have talked much to you about "soul" and "spirit;" 
but they have never proved the existence of either, as an entity. 

You believe in these things because you have heard them talk- 
ed of since you were able to understand. You believe them just 
as you once believed in Santa Claus — no less and no more. Until 
you questioned his existence, you could not possibly know that 
he was a myth. So, you canuot know that any of the gods, 
which have been taught by the various religions, are simply the 
creations of an infantile stage of the human intellect until you 
begin to think it possible that these are myths also. 

Let me ask you why, when you hear that some one questions 
the existence of your god, you do not apply yourself to the solu- 
tion of the difficulty ? Having asked this questin, I want to give 
the answer that my friend gave me when I asked her to discuss 
the subject. 

"O, but I'm afraid you'll be too much for me," she said. 
Tins is the reason. It is fear— FEAR spelled with capitals. But 
why should you tear to know the truth/ Is anything less false 
because you do not know it / Will belief in a falsehood make it 
a truth 1 There are some folk who deny the existence of dis- 
ease; but they die all the same. There are people who believe in 
ghosts; but you do not, and they have never been able to con- 
vince you or produce a ghost. Then are those who believe the 
eartk- lo be a great, Hat plain; but science has long ago demon- 
strated thi> to be a fallacy. If a man could believe he would live 
a thousand years, would his dream come true? 

Let me make an as-citioii. Supposing that belief in a fallacy 
could once have bten beneficial, whenever the mind begins to 
question it, it loses its utility. If you are afraid to discuss youi 
religion lest you be convinced that it is false, that religion is 
not sufficiently real to you to benefit your life. 

(To be continued.) 



Are You a Four-Cent Christian? 



That is the Estimated Cost of Being In- 
sulted by Evangelical Fools who 
Preach for Coin. 



(By Clarence C. Gates.) 

I always knew that a Christian could 
not be possibly of more value than THIR- 
TY CENTS. But "Gypsy" Smith's treas- 
ure man (Peterson by name) says they 
are cheaper than that,— that they are 
FOUR-CENT Christians. 

Salvation is free— for FOUR CENTS. 

O-yez! O-yez! Hear "Gypsy" speak- 
only four cents and not worth it. 

Come! O, Come, and be insulted by a 
fool. Only four cents! 

Come, and let "Gypsy" put the fetters 
of bondage on your mind. He charges you 
four cents— but that is not all you must 



Hear the Sunday theater denounced. It 
is ..pen on Sunday, for the same reason 
that "Gypsy's" lying mouth is open— for 
the money— four cents, but "Gypsy" 
wants more, lie thinks his show is equal 
to the. five-cent kind. He is mistaken, of 
course. 

For five-cent amusement is the most 
charming of maidens beside the vile hag 
of four-cent Christianity. 

Nothing is more disgusting than this 
pious begging. I entered a small city drug 
store once — one of the under dogs of trade. 
On the counter, near the door, was a Sal- 
vation Army beggars' box; no other drug 
store in the city tolerated one. There was 
one customer present, besides myself. As 
1 was about to leave, one of the Salvation 
Army hags entered. The other fellow, with 
his face as red as fire, cringingly threw the 



woman a coin. She then expected me to 
contribute, but npoo seeing my impatient 
refusal, there came into her eyes such a 
malicious look, never equaled before or 
since in human eyes, directed at me in 
deadly enmity. 

1 again encountered this malicious re- 
gard of Salvation Army beggars. I was 
amused, as well as disgusted, by the plain, 

lelf-eridenl beggary of their actions. At 

about 8 o'clock of the evening, the beggar 
band came from the Kast of the city court 
house square to the North side of it, in 
front of a ciirar-store. I was one of the 
crowd of men in front; and straight to us 
they flocked, the beggars marching down 
the street pavement. For ten minutes the 
beggars sung and talked— and then C. 0. 
I). But I did not deliver, and all the mal- 
ice of a weak-faced and evidently disrepu- 
table woman showed in the beggar hag's 
eyes. And straight back to their headquar- 
ters on the Kast side they marched. 

Tuscola, 111. 
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Why Women Should Not Vote 



Numerous Criticisms Have Er ought 
a Vigorous Protesting Reply. 



Out 



By S. K. Booher.) 
When I penciled brietly my remarks ou 
Mr. Jeffries • article, "Why Women Should 
Vote," 1 did not think that because of 
brevity, that the meaning would be so dis- 
torted out of all reason by any reader of 
the article, but it seems that Mich has been 
its lot. 

How could one glean the idea from my 
article, that "man is the whole thing," 
when I admitted that "the hand that rocks 
the cradle is the hand that rules the 
world?" What hand rocks the cradle f 
Man or woman ? It would seem that Mr. 
Jeffries would like the table turned and let 
man do the cradle work, and woman his 
labor. Well, now this might do in some 
ease, but certainly Nature has not so or- 
dained it. A certain priest understood t la- 
law of Nature and its ultimate result, when 
he said: "Allow me the training of all 
children from infancy to twelve years of 
age and I will show you a Catholic people 
of generations to MOM." Certainly this is 

truth of the litst wat"i. Christianity would 

not be what it is today were it not for the 
fact that great care is taken to train the 
tender mind, in making impressions there- 
on, in the ghost stories of biblical lore. 
Now, my good brother Jeffries, and sister 
l'utnam, if you have it that women should 
enter the portals of that most holy sanc- 
tuary, politics, so that they (women) 
should or could have the right to vote 
and hold ollice, why not have the good 
women utilize their precious time in train- 
ing the boys and girls, moulding sentiment 
so that when these boys arrive at the vot- 
ing age they will with one solid vote place 
women on an equal ( ?) with man. 

Vou certainly would not have many 
years to wait to realize your I'topian 
idea. No use trying to convert the men 
voters of today, hardened in their thoughts 
and set in their notions that "they are 
the whole thing." 

Sister l'utnam says: "On every hand 
we are confronted by mothers engaged i" 
other labor than that for which she seems 
especially adapted. Why? Because man is 
not able to furnish her witli the necessities 
of life." Now, I fear Sister l'utnam 
has not been a close student of Political 
Economy, or else her answer would have 
been quits different. 

The industrial change from the small 
factory to the large; the combining of Mf> 
ital to foster large industries, and then 
the desire of the capitalist for large divi- 



dends, has wrought the change from well- 
paid men to cheap labor; machinery taking 
the place of manual labor performed by 
men, making the product cheaper and la- 
bor easier, so that boys and girls and 
women can perform such labor, and the 
desire of the capitalists lor greater divi- 
dends, led them to advocate independence 
( ?) for boys and girls and women to earn 
their own money. The idea was quickly 
taken up by this class and very soon the 
labor market was glutted, and laborers be- 
ing plentiful, prices of labor fell, and the 
capitalists argued that since all members 
of the family can earn money, the man- 
bread-winner— must perforce work for 
similar wages, or seek elsewhere for labor. 
Now whereas the man— the bread-winner- 
should have a price for his labor com- 
mensurate with the amount earned, sullic- 
ient for him and his family's necessities 
and comfort, and enough besides to lay in 
store for old age, we rind that the bread- 
winner receives scarcely enough to pro- 
vide for the daily necessities, hence the 
necessity of the wife and children to assist 
in securing a livelihood. This is the re- 
sult of false teaching in industrial and 
political aeonomy, 

"Where there is one woman going to 
Clubs, etc., there are '.)'.! going to the fac- 
tory, etc. And it is the who need the 
vote and would use it." Now, dear sister, 
are you quite sure these 99 would use it 
and by its use cure all the ills of which the 
women complain? Here in Ohio we have a 
law permitting or granting the women the 
right or use of the voting power in all 
matters pertaining to our public schools. 
Our public schools ure the corner-stone, — 
yea, the foundation upon which is built our 
nation. This is certainly a Held opened 
for women's use of her Voting pownr, but 
do they (the 99) make use of it? The 
one does, but not tbe!»!>. Why? Why? Why/ 

Now comes a pen description of a farm- 
ers' wife in her queenly home. From our 
sister's remarks we gather the thought 
that the fanner's wife's labor is simply 
drudgery and "nothing more, Leuorc. " 

Sister, you can add to the i rdiuary far- 
mer's wife's labor much more. There is 
the garden and truck patch to look after; 
scrubbing the poVSbes and walks; tending 
the flowers; baking pies, cookies and 
bread; visiting the sick neighbor! J taking 
along something to please the bed-ridden 
patients; ami all this our sister l'utnam 
would have us believe is "drudgery!" Yes, 
and add to this the labor of preparing for 
a picnic or a festival, etc. 



All this "woman's drudgery?" Oh, no, 
sister, you are greatly mistaken. You must 
get in touch with these farmer women, and 
you will be greatly surprised, both in the 
amount of labor, in the variety and quan- 
tity done, and in the spirit in which the 
work is done. Instead of "drudgery", the 
earnest and industrious women consider it 
a pleasure and take great pride in their in- 
dependence and the amount of work ac- 
complished. 

Visit the live farmer's wife and see how 
sin will interest herself in showing you 
through the garden and yard — calling your 
attention to the beautiful plants and (low- 
ers, garden vegetables, etc., — then the 
chickens, ducks turkeys and geese; follow- 
ing it up with a display of quilts, com- 
forters, aprons, dresses, etc., for herself 
and children. During this time her labor 
of cooking the meals, washing the dishes, 
and waiting on the visitors proceed without 
a ripple. Notice the healthful glow in the 
farmer's wife's clucks and the sparkle in 
her eye. Not that indifferent, lazy, far- 
away look of unconcernedness, or don't 
caredness, longing for something to turn 
up to arouse or excite the imagination, as 
a sensational magazine article. Oh, no, not 
that. Hut the farmer's wife of today does 
read, ami reads the best of literature, and 
finds time with her multiplicity of worthy 
duties to do it too. How the enjoys her 
work! At eventide she looks back over a 
well-spent day, and now retires to rest, 
sweet, sweet rest. The next morning she 
arises at an early hour, refreshed and 
ready for her daily toil. This mother, wife 
ami queen is also a merchant. Shopping 
day! See her hitch the family horse to the 
buggy, placing therein eggs, butter, cream, 
chickens, garden vegetables, fruit and pos- 
sibly other things that her labor hits pre- 
pared for marketing, exchanging it for 
cash, or goods needed in the family. 

Now, Miss or Mrs. 1'. takes apparently 
great umbrage at her sex for receiving 
more honor and greater rights now than 
she could hope to have if she had the use 
of the ballot, and then says: "We are 
/roing to ham the ballot or die trying to 
/et it." That reminds one of the little 
boy whose mother had supplied herself 
with a box of snuff for (he prevention of 
moth, etc. She told the little Ixiy its use 
and further explained to him the danger of 
handling it. Mut the boy, like most boys 
and even girls too, wanted (lie personal ex- 
perience. So at an opportune time lie 
sought the box of snuff for examination. 
The lid being hard to remove, he exercised 
great force in removing it, and so suddenly 
did it open that the contents were thrown 
out, his eyes receiving a generous Supply, 
and he inhaled a goodly portion also. Now 
had he listened to good advice and exper- 
ience, he would have saved himself much 
pain, trouble and inconvenience. The 
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Siiine with t lie suffragists. Take advice 
from any source, especially • » I" -rood, level- 
headed women, the great bome-maken of 

ours and other lands. In many thingi we 
need a change; and change should mean 

proyreee, ami progreee means better < li- 

licnis fin- all parties concerned. 

Mr. .1. wants to show his great sympathy 
for (lie writer and apologises for him. If 
Bro. .1. had only read carefully and inter- 
preted the plain Knirlisli in harmony with 
good coinmonsensc. tliere would he no need 
for either sympathy or apology. I am 
certainly thankful to Mr. .1. for his ex- 
pressions of kindnesses lor my lack of 

knowledge this subject, hut we are 

•quail? sympathetic, and hope that he will 
devote a little more t i mt to careful thought 
and W read my article, and he will surely 
discover that I never intimated in my ar- 
ticle that woman was "inferior to man, 
mentally, socially, or in any other way." 
Hut rather inclined to believe that women 
today, if the right of the ballot were given 
them, could vote as intelligently as men; 
but does that prove anything in favor of 

women having the voting power? Exten- 
sion of the ballot should meat) progress, 
and program should mean,— yen, and does 
mean a better and higher civilization, — 
better conditions for all concerned, . Our 
women who are devoting their time to the 
dissemination of ideas relating to women 
having the right of franchise, were to 
throw their strength and talent in securing 

higher educational qualification! for voters. 

they would undoubtedly be lowing seeds 
that would eventually ripen into a golden 
harvest of better conditions of all mankind. 

Ha! ha! Now comes May li.-H.. in the 

issi f Aug. 8th, ami says many funny 

and strange thing*, Sho certainly must 
have .just returned from an auto trip, or a 
spin on the merry-go-round, or a slide on 
the toboggan, and had not removed her 
gOggiei before reading, for she saw in it n 
"hornet's neat" and many other distorted 
things. I admit that sulTicient truth was 
eneouebed in the article to arouse the lat- 
ent poweri of some. Nothing will so quick- 
ly awaken the ire of any one as the truth. 
And from the language used and the mis- 
construction placed on plain Kuglish, it is 
evident that truth cut its way to the quick. 
When any one is non plussed and out- 
classed, it is so easy to discern, for the ex- 
pressions used by them are, what you say 
are old and antiquated, not modern, etc. 

Let me say in conclusion, that a thing is 
not necessarily (!()()|) because NKW, nor 
is it HAD because OLD. Examine all 
thing! in the light of the highest and best 

court - Reason. 
Dundee, Ohio. 



Friendly Criticism And Greeting 



Liberal Christian Takes Issue with Pohcies 
of Blade and Some of Its Subscribers. 



(By H. L. Oillis.) 
friendly greeting! and thanks for Blade 
of today's date. 

The passing by of the bible to worship 
at every other shrine within range of hu- 
man philosophy was foreseen and foretold 
by all its holy prophets. Thev tell of the 
QaL FOl'K -BLADE__TREEBH,i -goood 

••increase of knowledge" (not brain ca- 
pacity I. born of the traveling and com- 

mingnng and printing, that it would bring 

these developments J that the present bless- 
ings would mean discontent and the shak- 
ing of the heavens (ruling powers), and 
the whole social structure to the founda- 
tions, and pave the way for "Him whose 
right it is" — to govern. 

It foretells the more deplorable falling 
away of some from the very pinnacle of 
Truth into bitter envyings, strife and vain 
glorying contentions. The question is not. 
"How many shall fall?" but "Who shall 
be able to stand f" 

Your reasoning is too narrow, — on too 
low a plane — thus: If there he a Satan 
then God is the author of evil: whereas the 
fact is that Satan became an adversary 
only when he became a "Freethinker" and 
aspired to use his superior station and per- 
sonal liberty without regard to the like 

freedom of thought and action of others. 
This spirit is his ear-mark, pervading all 
his Works, as manifested by your Canada 
friend, page !), of i^sue of May l(i. 

He is the "prince of the powers of the 
air" and god id" Ibis cosmos. An enemy of 
Qod and man. By his spirit the Bible has 
been stormed for thirty centuries; by 
SVery means possible men have endeavored 
to banish it from the face of the earth. 
They have hidden it, buried il made it a 
crime punishable with death to have it in 
possession. The most bitter and relentless 
persecutions have been waged against those 
who had faith in it; hut still the book 
lives and has found its way into every na- 
tion and language of the earth. Many of 
its foes slumber in death; hundred! of vol- 
umes written to discredit it have long since 
been forgotten, and, incredible as it ap- 
pears, the eUnning of this god of the pres- 
ent evil world (cosmos order) lUO OO ed l in 

charging his unparalelled efforts for the 

destruction of the hook and persecutions 
for those having faith in its promises, upon 
the book itself ami the faithful who have 

suffered down the sge through his own 

synagogue. A fallen church, opposed to 

all pr ogr es s , — A "apewed-ont" system, 
"poor, miserable, blind, naked." This 



latter device exhausts all his resources. A 
stronger than he has come, and is turning 
up the light that will in due time enlighten 
every man. 

We have an apple tree in this vicinity 
which bears fruit that is sour on one side 
(or half) and sweet on the other. The so- 
lution is simple: Two half-buds— a sour 
and a sweet— cut in center and united into 
.■lie form one trunk, retaining the quali- 
ties of both throughout all the after- 
growth. The dividing line is not always 
I be same in all the fruit, doubtless owing 
to the strugglt for survival, favored more 
or less by sunlight and other conditions. (If 
you remind nie, I will send so apple in 
season.) 

To your mind this is simply one of the 
phenomena id' Nature; hut the question re- 
mains unanswered. "What is life?" Has 
Science found its origin, or can the Scien- 
tist And the point in organised matter where 

lite has its beginning .' The atoms form 
themselves, as if by instinct and intelli- 
gence they knew what to do. where to go 
and when. Some mysterious force impels 
them to separate and unite again. They 
go of their own free will. The subject is 
profound beyond all computation. 

Prof. Edward L I.arkin says: "I do 
not say that eosmieal corpuscles know what 
to do, but will say that they behave under 
the microscope and electro-chemical labor- 
atories as though they do. The incessant 
discoveries in electricity are opening up 
the most wonderful corridors and lanes in 
Nature, so amazing that the ablest men in 
the world are astonished and impressed 
with tin- complexity of all existing things." 
Hut the point in organized matter where 
life begins is not found. It is not in Na- 
( ure. 

The Bible alone answers all the prob- 
lems, not by discussing them, but by nar- 
ratives and examples of events and per- 
sons ami things which involve them. 

A 'catechism quary; "Who made youf" 

Answer: "Qod." Hut does the Hible an- 
swer so? It does not. The Bible declares 
that "His work is perfeet." He did not 
make idiots and imbeciles. The statement 
is: "And God breathed into his (the 
man's) nostrils the breath of lives" (plu- 
ral.) Here tl is the foundation of life. 

in God only, and here the origin of man, 
and from this one perfect original the life 
stream should descend to all the race, but 
condemned unworthy of life, he could not 
transmit what he no longer poseeBSod, and 
the race is born in a dying condition, and 
without divine interposition, must finally 
be utterly blotted out. 
Terra Alta, W. Va. 
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Cheering Words Sent to the Orient 



(Concluded from Last Week.) 
Ring the changes on the fact that there 
is no spook in all the universe, no matter 
whether he be called "God," "Angel," 
"Devil," or "Demon." That is the un- 
assailable citadel of truth. If you admit 
that there is a god of some kind ruling the 
world, why, then you let the bars down 
for all sorts of claims as to his relations 
to men, and in a little while there is a 
swarm of gods— and their friends— ap- 
pearing, to claim the attention and the time 
and the pocket books of men. We must 
not give the savage host a foothold. Give 
them an opening and they will pour in 
much after the manner of the Barbarians 
pouring into home once upon a time. 
They will come and establish all sorts of 
systems of belief as to the relations of the 
gods to each other and of their relations 
to men, and of men 's relations to them. 

I used to believe in these sacred spooks, 
too— in fact swallowed all the Christian 
buncombe about Jesus hating been born of 
a virgin, of having had a ghost for a 
father,— in truth, two fathers, the ghost 
and the head spook called "The Lord,"— 
and of having arisen from the dead and 
then going to sit at the right hand of one 
of the fathers in that country scientists 
do not know anything about. I used to 
believe, without thinking— just as the multi- 
tude does yet— all the absurdities which 
have been ' manufactured by the spook 
house schools of the last six thousand 
years about the supernatural world. I dis- 
carded all sueh beliefs years ago, and a 
god now is no more sacred to BM than is 
a lie. than is hypocrisy, than is theft, than 

is a rabbit foot. To m all tb* goda and 

angels have pone the road of the reindeer 
team which I once thought scoured the 
heavens in search of stockings. Today, I 
say that there is no god or devil, no angel 
or demon, and I say it just as T say that 
there is no reindeer team in the *kies 
on Christmas Eve gloriously on the hun* 
for chimneys where little boys and girls 
live. 

Were I called upon to prove to the satis- 
faction of children that there was no such 
being as Santa Clans. I might be a little 
hard but to satisfy the minds of some 
believers in the majesty and glory of their 
head spook. But just as there is no Santa 
Claus there is no god or devil, for they have 
all been built out of the imagination of 
men. Science says that there are no such 
things as ghosts, but superstition asks, win- 
is it not possible for us to have ghosts? 
Superstition might as well ask science as 
to why it would not be possible to have 
birds with wings four miles long. The 



knowledge of the world says now that there 
are no ghosts, and the same knowledge is 
saying now that there are no gods. I speak 
of" knowledge like the negro in the picture 
speaks of Armour's hams, "Hams what are 



You see, the idea that there was a god 
and devil for us grew out of men's igno- 
rance. The time was when they could not 
account for the commonest natural phe- 
nomena. They could not explain the ex- 
istence and movements of the clouds. They 
usually attributed their actions to the 
directing hand of some angel or demon in 
the air who went along with them, a littl-? 
after the manner of cowboys with a herd 
of Texas cattle. Some terribly black cloud 
in which were the whirlwind and the light- 
nings, and the thunders would inspire the 
beholders with a two fold alarm, one of 
the alarms arising from the power of th" 
storm itself, and the other from the pres- 
ence of the demon, who could muster up 
forces strong enough to level cities and tear 
up forests. _ 

They could not explain the existence of 
the lightning and the thunder. They could 
not account for themselves, lakes and 
oceans. The mysteries of the mountains 
were past finding out. Now, we know how 
the clouds are made, how the rain is dis- 
tilled, how the mountains were built, how 
the lakes, rivers and oceans came into ex- 
igence and how the thunders and light- 
nings are produced; and we, now. know 
that there is and was no more intelligence 
is in the tearing of an apple from the limb 
of a tree to the ground. 

These were all impenetrable mysteries in 
aforetimes. and could be explained by no 
one but the priest, and he always explain- 
ed it bv saying that there was a supreme 
Intelligence and a great plan back of it 
all. As the phenomena was often vast 
and supremely great, away above the pow- 
er of man to produce, the priest and all 
the others who tackled the problem reason- 
ed that the Intelligence and the power 
necessary to call it— this phenomena— into 
existence, was also great. This power and 
intelligence when it seemed to work for 
godd, they called "God", and when it 
worked for ill they called it the "Devil. 
After they once got the gods and the dev- 
ils to going, it was easy MOOgh to sub- 
divide them into departments, as it were, 
for by so doing they could explain phe- 
nomena more readily. 

When the priest and his followers struck 
the Qod Idea, they had something that 
would explain things. It would explain 
anything they wanted explained, much as 
some medicines are advertised to cure all 



things. For thousands of years the "Ex- 
plain-All" system has been applied dili- 
gentlv to all the mysterious processes of 
Nature. It is still in vogue in even the 
20th centurv. Those who have been train- 
ed in the ''Explain All" school system do 
not take to the scientific, investigative 
school system. 

So many of the impenetrable mysteries — 
these natural phenomena — have been ex- 
plained by science that the gods and the 
devils have evacuated the premises where 
they used to reign supreme. They have 
retired and gone back into the mysteries 
which we have not yet succeeded in pene- 
trating. They do not hang around the 
lightnings and the thunders, and the clouds 
and the mountains and the stars any more. 
No cloud has had an angel to direct its 
course since the day when we discovered 
how the rains were made. All but the most 
ignornnt have found that a cloud comes up 
across the sky with its rain with as little 
regard to intelligence as an apple has when 
it falls to the ground. Even the gods have 
deserted the mountains, the great majestic 
mountains, for we have found out the se- 
cret of mountain manufacture, for no more 
intelligence was required in their making 
than there was in the making of the ridges 
and the crevices across the asphalt streets 
in San Francisco during the late earth- 
quake. 

Of course, there are very many things 
left to explain, but I reason that as so 
very many things have been explained 
without having to resort to the "Explain- 
All" system, it is only reasonable to sup- 
pose that in due time all of Nature's mys- 
teries will be explained, or at least so many 
of them will be explained that only the 
most foolish will cling to the superstitious 
"Explain-All" method, which has never 
explained anything, in preference to the 
explanations of knowledge and her hand- 
maid—Science. No, no, there is no such 
thing as a supreme intelligence called 
"God." If we had waited for what I 
call the "Spook House"— usually called 
God's house, the House of the Lord, etc.— 
to tell us how the rain was made, how the 
clouds flv, the lightnings weave their course 
across the heavens on a stormy night, how 
the mountains were uplifted, the stars 
made, how the moon shines, how eclipses 
MBM and comets appear, we would have 
waited a long time indeed. We would have 
known no more about these things than we 
knew six thousand years ago. In fact the 
worshippers of the spook creations used to 
burn men for trying to explain great nat- 
ural phenomena by any other method than 
by the "Explain-All" system. If the 
,,'riest hood had had its way we would be 
even now explaining the eclipse of the sun 
or moon on the ground that it was a man- 
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National Organization of American Freethinkers 

OFFICIAL CALL FOR CONVENTION 



In the name of nnd by Hip authority of the persons whose 
names are hereunto affixed, Freethinkers of the United State* 
of America, who, having in writing duly exprcsR"d themselves 
as being in favor of a new, national organization that shall 
undertake and maintain a systematic and advised propaganda 
of Freethought principles, all persons who hold and believe that 
the doctrines, theories and teachings of the orthodox Christian 
church regarding the universe and the origin and destiny of 
mankind are erroneous, and who believe that happiness and 
morality can he better subserved by a study and observance of 
Natural Law than through the medium of prayer, faith or god- 
worship; who reject all phases and forms of superstition and 
idolatry; who arc free and who desire to he free from orthodox 
religious restraints in matters affecting human action and con- 
science; who believe in a full and complete separation of church 
and state, with all that such separation implies, are hereby called 
to meet in National Convention in the City of St. Louis, State 
of Missouri, on Sunday, November 14th, 1000, at the hour of 0 
o'clock a. m., for the purpose of devising and adopting a declara- 
tion of principles as a basis for such organization; a constitution 
and by-laws for its proper and effective management and its 
better government; to elect officers: to outline and adopt a sys- 
tem of progaganda, and to do all other acts and things that may 
or shall be pertinent to and shall best subserve and aid in tho 
accomplishment of the objects and purposes herein expressed. 

Arrangements have been made and completed with the man- 
agement of the Laclede Hotel, at Sixth and Chestnut streets, in 
the Pity of St. Louis, for the accommodation nnd entertainment of 
all Freethinkers attending the convciion. nt fairly reasonable 
rates. This hotel is conducted on the European plan and pro. 
vidos sleeping accommodations only. There is a well appointed 
restaurant in connection with the hotel at which good meals can 
he had for small cost. The hotel rooms vary in price, and range 
from f>0 cents to $1.00 per day. according to quality of room or 
whether two occupy the same room. The cost of menls will run 
from 20 cents up. The hotel is large and commodious. Tt has 
ample facilities for the accommodation of all who wish to attend, 
and is situated in the heart of the business district. 

Business and Social. 

Owing to the great distance that some of those attending the 
convention will have to travel, and recognizing the natural desir<« 
for sufficient social intercourse during the convention, that such 
a gathering must create, there will be an informal social and 
business gathering of the Freethinkers attending the convention, 
and those residing in St. Louis and vicinity, in the parlors of 
the Laclede Hotel, on the Saturday night, after supper, preceding 
the Sunday of the convention. This will afford an opportunity 
for renewing old friendships and forming new ones. 

In order to facilitate the business of the convention there will 
also be an informal caucus to prepare an outline of the work of 
the convention, select and appoint the several committees, name 
a temporary chairman and secretary, in order to facilitate the 
business of the convention nnd assist in the speedy dispatch of 
its business. 

The caucus will first designate a temporary chairman and 
secretary; given due authority, the temporary chairman will 
thereupon appoint the following committees: 



On order of business; on organization; on constitution and 
by-laws; on membersship and finance: on propaganda. 

The committees will be asked to meet Saturday night or early 
Sunday morning that their several reports may be ready for 
submission when the convention is properly called to order. 
The Convention. 

The Convention proper will be called to order promptly at 9 
o'clock on the morning of Sunday, November 14th, 1900. by the 
temporary chairman who shall he designated by the Saturday 
nisrht caucus. Such sessions as may be deemed necessary shall 
be held throughout the day. The Convention nail is situated at 
ELEVENTH AND LOCUST STREETS. 

Organized Societies. 

All organized Freethought societies, national, state, or local, 
now actively engaged in the dissemination of admitted Free- 
thought principles, are invited and requested to send, or to cause 
to be sent, any number of delegates or representatives to this 
Convention, in order that the gathcrine may be made as univers- 
ally expressive of American Freethought as it is possible to be. 
All individual Freethinkers will receive a hearty and cordial 
wvlcome. 

Charter Members. 

All persons. Freethinkers, adopting the declaration of prin- 
ciples, the constitution nnd by-laws of the organization, and who 
shall attend the convention in person, nnd all persons signifying 
their approval, acceptance and adoption of the same, in writing, 
nddressed to the Secretary, within a time to be specified by the 
convention, and all those whose names are appended to this call, 
shall be deemed and recorded on the books of the organization 
as charter members thereof. 

General Invitation. 

Extending a fraternal call, a fraternal invitntion, and a 
fraternal welcome to all who love mankind better than fancied 
gods, who believe in the worship of work, and who desire to 
unite and co-operate with us in the work of disseminating the 
high and eternal principles of truth as expressed by Freethought. 
we are, 

John R. Charlesworth. T^exingtnn, Ky. ; Parker H. Sercomb"\ 
Chicago, ID.) Or. T. J. Bowles, Muncie. Tnd.: Helen If, Lucas. 
Marietta. Ohio; William C. Cope, St. Txiuis, Mo.; Josephine K. 
Henry, Versailles, Ky. ; T. C. Jefferies. Cleveland. Ohio; Julia 
C ..Coon. Rartow, Fin.; J. C. Watkins. Kanawha Falls. W. Va.; 
E. O. Northrup. Ellicottville. N. Y.: Oeorge O. Roberts. Dennison, 
Ohio: D. W. Sanders, Covington, Tnd.; J. Atwood Culbertson, 
Pittsburg. Pa.: Carl Baerwalde. Cleveland, Ohio; Charles F. 
Randall. Cherokee. Okln.; J. M. Reed. Chicago. 111.; J. M. Frost. 
Tampa. Fla.: Wm. J. Howerton. Tularosa, Texas; James S. 
Davis. Waynesfield. Ohio; James O'Neal. Ft. Smith, Ark.: E. A. 
Fitch. Wilminpton, Vt.; R. O. Enrle, Pine Orove. Ark.; Ella P. 
Hunt. Moline. Kan.; Emily C. Jones, East Lynne, Mo.: Anna O. 
Jones, East Lynne, Mo.; Mrs. Nels Johnson, Higgins, Texas; 
W. L. Luce. Annapolis, Md.; M. H. Oberholtzer. Los Angeles, 
Cal.; Miss Elizabeth Wiley, St. Txiuis. Mo.; Andrew Jackson 
Rover, Washington, D. C; E. O. Nichols. Norge. Va.; Joel M. 
Berry. Nat. Mil. Home. Ohio; Harold Banning, Mt. Vernon, Ohio; 
Charles 0. Brown. Ithaca. N. Y.; H. M. Fisk, Pella, Iowa; A. J. 
Carson. Ardmore, Okln.; Oeonre C. Bartlett. Tolland. Conn..; 
Morngn Wainsley, Cincinnati, Ohio; Oscar A. Janicke, Louisville, 
Ky. ; W. A. Cooper, Milo, Me.; Manly A. Brigham, Rumford, Me. 
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at Islington, Ky. 
Feund.d *y Chart** Chilton Moore In 1M4 and *dlt*d by him until 
death, February 7. 



JAMES E. HUGHES, 

JOHN R. CHARLE8WORTH, 

HM N. Llmeetone jUreet.^LexIngton. Ky. 



SUBSCRIPTION RATE8. 

By mall, poatpald . A . . . . . . ... ...... WJ»„gr J» jft— - 
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Fereiga aubecrlptlon*. postpaid, $1 •# per year. 

ADVERTISING RATES. 
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""^5 "'^^"wh'o'l.'col'umn. or larger adv.rtla.m.nts at *p.clal 
"^nmV&SSHE; th. right M r.j*ct any and all adv.rtl.ement. 

*ffor»d . 

GENERAL BUSINESS RULES. 
AI L BiTBSCRIPTIONS to th* Blad* will b* discontinued at the 
A expiration oV th. term for which th. .ub.rrlptlon ha. been paid 

up la advanc. Th. addr.** slip on th* paper will ahow *ub- 

icrlblr* th* dat* of axplratlon of aubacrlptl*n. Back number. 

?r nuSb.r. .mltted will be *ent. If aak.d for upon r.n.wal I. 

caa* *f dl*clntlnuanc* 
SHOULD ANT BUBSCRinER chang* hi* or her adarea*. advle* tm 

,meo. giving b*th old and n*w addreaa. aa dealred 
THE OFF1CB of publication of the Blade la at 1M-1IS Narth Llm*- 

at.n. 8tr..t Lexington. K.ntucky. to which all Fr.*thlnk*ra will 

be glv.n a h.arty w*lcom* 
THE BLADE la ant*rd at the Poatofflo* at 

..end cl... mailing matter. 
ADDRESS ALL OOMMI'NICATIONS TO THD BLUB 

P. e. Box Ml. L*xlngt*». Ky. 



LET FS ALL GET TOGETHER 



Since the official call for the Si. Louis convention wu 
promulgated one week ago, for the purpose of creating a 

new national optimization, the Blade lias been besieged 
with letter- suggesting thai the widest possible publicity be 
giTen to the eall thai Freethinkers, in all parts of the country 
might be fully apprised of what was expected to take place. 
Realising that in union, in cooperation, lies one of tin- 

strongest element* of success, the Blade has diligently sought 
the help of every agency that is calculated to bring ■bout 

the desired object With what re-nlt the future alone can 
reveal. To the many friends who have written, and for 

the benefit of others who may contemplate writing, on the 
same subject, the Bladfl now reiterates its statement of 
last week, that a copy of the official call as it appeared 
in the Blade, had been previously mailed to every Free- 
thought publication in America, with a personal request 
that it 1m- published hut at this writing none have published 

it. Hut one Boesuraging letter from any Frect bought 

editor has heen received in res|M>nse to that request and 
that was from Brother William II. Maple, of the [ngereoll 
Memorial Beacon, of Chicago, III. It will Ih- recalled that 

Brother Maple seconded our motion for the organisation 

some time ago, and now that the call has heen published, 
he sends us the following letter pertinent thereto. He 
s: 



"Chicago, 111., October 10, 1909. 
Dear Mr. Oharlesworth— 

I have yours of the 6th with copy of the call for the 
meeting at St. Louis. T have heen desirous for years to 
have some such organization. If not too late allow me to 
suggest that l»efore a national organization is effected, everv 
Freethonght Editor, among other prominent rationalists, 
should agree to such movement and arrangements he made 
to have every state and local society to send delegates, as 
many of them as possihle. Such national organization 
should he made up of delegates and not scattering per- 
sonalities. 

So far as I am concerned. I am perfectly willing that 
you should lead in bringing this about, indeed, I feel like 
thanking you for your interest in the matter. The Truth- 
sccker people, the Humanitarian Beview, the Searchlight, 
should all join in such a movement, and if possihle, all 
rationalistic societies should 1h> invited to take pari We 
need an organization that will command the attention of 
the press and of all courageous thinkers who havd become 
such along scientific lines. Such an organization would 
grow because it must grow, for the reason that it would 
be founded on scientific truth. If it is possihle get all 
the editors and leaders to join in the organization. 

Sincerely Yours, 

W. H. MAPLE." 



In this letter may he found the keynote to the entire 
situation. Our readers will recall that several months ago 
we asked, editorially, why such a meeting of editors and 
Freethonght leaders could not l>e held at some central point 
for just such a purpose, hut not one solitary response was 
made. The Blade announced then, and it reiterates now, 
that in a movement of this character there should be no 
jealousies or feedings of a purely personal character. Free- 
thought belong! to no man or society. It is for all man- 
kind. It is universal in aspect. When the good of society 
is at stake, the uplift of humanity becomes the b e aco n 
towards which we all turn with willing hearts, the petty 
struggles, the personal animosities that have sent other 
organizations to untimely death, should he relegated to the 
past, where they all belong, and with new resolve, new 
purpose, new determination and brighter hopes, confronted 
by more promising prospects, the time is at hand when S. 
reunion of all the forces of Freethonght should take place 
and each and all labor with shoulder to shoulder for the 
good of our common, our glorious cause. There can be 
no good reason, or excuse, why we should not all get 
together. 

Well, the Blade failed to get the editors and leaders 
sufficiently interested in the meeting to make it a go. In 
the meantime so many encouraging letters came from in- 
dividual Freethinkers, that the Blade resolved to under- 
take the project alone, single handed, leaving to chance, or 
fate, any sup|>ort that might he extended along the lines 
indicated The Blade did so. It has received the thanks 
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and promised cooperation of but one Freethought paper. 
Since that time Parker If. Sercoml>e, of Tomorrow Mag 
azine, and William 0. Cope, of the Wheel of Life, both 
fell in line and have taken an increasing interest in the 
movement. Mr. Seroombe will attend the convention. Mr. 
Cope has made all the local arrangements in St. Louis for 
the convention as outlined in the call. Last week we pub- 
lished a letter from Dr. Charles McConnick. editor of the 
Opthaknologist, which made its own statement. Now the 
convention promise! fair to be the biggest gathering ever 
held in America in the name of Freethought. Somebody 
had to start it. Such an organization was necessary. Or- 
ganized effort in America for Freethought was ami is now, 
dead, save for that which is now in course of construction. 
Organizations cannot exist for any practical good by their 
name only. It must have capable and trustworthy generals 
at its head and a body of membership that can be relied 
on in any emergency. With such an organization Five- 
thought is bound to win, because, as Brother Maple says, 
it must win. The Blade is gratified, under all the circum- 
stances, that it did take the lead, and it accepts Brother 
Maple's thanks with all due modesty. 

Through a later communication received from W. 0, 
Cope, of St. Louis, we learn that arrangements have beet) 
completed for a simple dinner at the total coat of fifty 
cents per plate, at a first-class restaurant, which can be 
held Sunday night, when the work of the convention b 
over. This will be made a celebration of the success of 
our work. William Marion Reedy, cdicor of the Mirror, 
of St. Louis, who is also far from being orthodox, has given 
good reasons for expecting that he will attend this dinner 
and take part in the program thereat. He is also assisting 
in the publicity of the convention through the medium >f 
his paper which has a very large circulation all over the 
States. It is suggested that this will be the only attempt 
at speaking of a public character during the convention. 

But two weeks will remain after the publication of this 
issue and the focus of interest will be in St. Louis. 

Every Freethinker who can should attend this meeting. 
Make it as representative as it can possibly be. Make it 
the fulcrum of organised Freethought effort in this re- 
public. The Blade will continue to do all it can for this 
end, and when the convention meets, the organization is in 
its hands for weal or woe. 



TtFLKlIOX AND LAW. 



By a majority vote at the ratio of two to one, the 
mcml>ers of the Board of Education at Bridgeport, Pa., 
ruled out the recitation of the Lord's prayer and the 
reading of the bible in the public schools of that city. 
Led and encouraged, advised and counselled by preachers, 
the children rebelled against the order, paraded the streets, 
and a petition was started to have both restored. So long 
as the law is favorable to the church the preachers want 
it enforced, but once let the rule gel on the other side and 
the preachers at once demand its undoing. 



Any religion that is compelled to rely on the law for 
its support is unworthy the consideration of bouest nu n 
and women. When reliance is had to a policeman's dub 

in preserving orthodox shibboleths, it is time the people 
should begin to question pnd to think. Truth will always 
make itself sufficiently manifest Truth may he hampered 

and even suppressed for a time, hut in the end it miisl 
and will triumph. Truth does not, demand the aid of 
legal authority for its acceptance. Left to Itself 'he Chris- 
tian religion would soon perish from the face of the earth. 
Temporal power has invariably been a necessity to it- 
propagation. Its origin began with force, continued in 
bloodshed, and today its power and strength rests upon 
the enactment of laws designed for the purpose of sup- 
porting it. Remove or repeal every law that is notoriously 
orthodox in character and Christianity would fall a- if 
touched by some magic wand. The laws requiring or per 

mitting the reading of the bible and the observant f 

religious ceremonies in the public schools, were designed 
by preachers, lobbied for by preachers, their enforcement 
maintained by preachers, their abrogation resisted by 
preachers, and all for the purpose of so working upon the 
young and impressionable minds of children that they arc 
easily proselyted for the church before their minds can 
fully mature. 

Some time ago we were readinsr the law report- of N'orth 
Carolina, and in the the case of Mclvin v. Fa-lev. ami in 
the "»i N. O. pages :!."»»; to :5li0. we found that the eminent 
Judge writing the opinion said: 

"Ours is a Christian country, hut Christianity i- nor 
established by law, and the genius of our institution re- 
quires that the church ami -late should 1h< kept separate." 

Even in this the eminent Judge aforesaid i- decidedly 
in error. In America there are ; Dumber of different 
religions, but because the majority of those in America 
who profess religion are Christian-;, does not justify the 
assumption that this is a Christian country. If numbers 
are to determine the religious characteristics of a nation, 
what would this same Judge have to say concerning the 
fact that less than one-third of the population are professing 
religion! Another manifest error, in the quotation given 
is that which says that "Christianity is not established by 

law." Tf we could abrogate all admittedly Christian laws. 

that is, such laws as have been enacted esjHvially for the 
benefit of the Christian religion, now appearing upon the 
statute books of both state and nation, it is lelf -evident 
that Christianity would speedily perish. As a matter of 
actual fact Christianity is not only established, hut it is 
ln-ing maintained, by law, and without the aid of the 
secular arm, which has been wrested from the people because 
the people have been indifferent to their own riirhts. there 
would be but a remnant of Christianity in the country 
within a comparatively few years of time. One generation 
would witness its demise. Tn one respect only is the Judge 
who gave that opinion right, and that was when he -aid 
•'the church and state should be kept separate." To do 
this, however, all existing statutes of a distinctively Chris 
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tian character would have to be repealed and the church 
would have to rely upon itself for propagation and support. 

Returning to the Bridgeport fiasco, we perceive that it 
is not the purpose of the preachers to permit a divorce 
between church and state. The public schools are dis- 
tinctly state institutions. They are supported altogether 
by the state, in which all the people share, through the 
payment of taxes into the common school fund, so that the 
schools belong to all of the people and not to the church 
or the clergy. 

What are we, as Freethinkers, to draw from such inci- 
dents as these? Simply the force and power that lie in 
compact organization. The church retains its power because 
it is compactly organized. The people are almost powerless 
to resist their aggressions, because they have no organiza- 
tion through which to meet them. 

It is also worthy of notice, in this same connection, that 
T)r. Guy Potter Benton, President of the Miami University, 
at Oxford, Ohio, which is on the Protestant side of the 
religious question, is also demanding that the tenets of 
the Christian religion should form a part of the teachings 
in every public educational institution in the country, and 
he also denounces the public schools, saying: 

"Many of our state educational institutions are hot-beds 
of infidelity, skepticism and unbelief." 

Claiming that, "seventy per cent." of the Americans are 
Christian believers. Dr. Benton insists that the "majority 
should rule" in religious as well as other matters, and 
would be willing, assuming his figures to be true, to trample 
upon the rights of the other thirty per cent, ignore them 
completely and by force, thrust his Jesus before their 
children and convert the American republic into a miserable 
theocracy. But his estimate of the number of Christian? 
in America is wrong. Pfe has simply got the figures 
reversed. A glance at the government statistics will speed- 
ily convince him of this fact. Tf then, the majority should 
be permitted to rule even in religions matters, then apply- 
ing his own argument, his own institution at Oxford ought 
to be at once deprived of the aid which it is now receiving 
from the State of Ohio, and if it is desirous of teaching 
Jesus to its students, it should be made to do so at its own 
cost and expense. 

In matters of education of a public character, wherein 
all the people contribute their pro-rata, that education 
should be made as practicable as it is possible to make it. 
Knowing how to live is far more important than knowing 
how to die. Practical instruction in hygiene, sanitation, 
dietary, with ample facilities for the development of both 
body and mind, and an instruction into and concerning the 
natural sciences, with proper foundation therefor, should 
be the only studies in the curriculum of our public schools, 
in spite of Catholic and Protestant outcries. This continued 
denunciation of our public school system by Christian 
votaries is an evidence of a growing movement to capture 
the school system for the benefit of the church. Free- 
thinkers, everywhere, must keep on the alert, and remember 



the old adage that "eternal vigilance is the price of liberty" 
for once the church can control and hold the reins of 
government, the liberties we now enjoy will soon belong to 
the past 

THE EDITOR'S LECTURE TOUR. 



The following announcement of lecture appointments to 
be filled on the way to St Louis for the big convention 
is given that friends in the vicinity may attend if desired. 
Six additional appointments are to be filled after the con- 
vention but the specific dates for these cannot be given ut 
this time. Those positively determined are: 

Covington, Indiana, November 8th, 0th and 10th. 

Marshall, Illinois, November ltth and 12th. 

St Louis, Mo., (convention) November 13th, 14th and 
15 th. 

St Ansgar, Shenandoah, and Leon, Iowa; Cardwell, 
Missouri, and Decatur, Illinois, are also on the list, with 
Indianapolis for December 4th and 5th. 

We would l>e pleased to secure three more appointment* 
either in Iowa or in Illinois. All dates must be fixed by 
the end of the present month or it will be too late for this 
trip. 

BLADE RECTIFIES A MISTAKE 

In its issue of October 17, and contained in the editorial 
article on organization, the Blade has committed a most 
greviuus mistake in its reference to Dr. Charles McConnick, 
of Chicago, which it willingly seeks to correct, and asks the 
careful consideration of its readers. 

Through ignorance concerning the facts in the ease and 
a mistaken conception of names, the Blade inadvertently 
stated that Dr. Charles McConnick had been prosecuted in 
Kentucky and the proceedings being quashed through the 
interference of Governor Beckham. This is not true. Dr. 
Charles McCormiek was never prosecuted in this state or 
in any other. The person against whom the prosecution 
referred to was brought, was Dr. J. N. McOormack, of 
Bowling Green, Ky., now the State Health Offieer of 
Kentucky. The latter was under indictment in the Court 
at Bowling Green, with his brother and Governor Beckham 
pardoned him before any trial was had. 

The Opthalmologist, the medical journal edited by Dr. 
Charles McCormiek reproduces a fac simile of that pardon 
in condemnation of its boiner issued under such circum- 
stances, and not observing the difference in names we had 
concluded that the two were one and the same person. 

We are plad that Dr. Charles McCormiek has written us 
in explanation of this matter, and we are glad to take the 
first opportunity to make this necessary correction. What 
we had said was intended as a compliment but we happened 
to pet in wrong. 

However, we sincerely apolocize to Dr. Charles Mc- 
Cormiek and express the most profound reerrets that, such an 
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error has been made. We recognize and appreciate the 
gallant fight ho is making for the freedom of the medical 
profession and we would not willingly do him the slightest 
injustice. 



EDITORIAL POTPOURI. 



From the Toledo Times (Ohio), of Monday, Oct, 11, we 
learn that three preachers, a Baptist, a Methodist and a 
Presbyterian, made a tour of the district known as the 
"red light" and took in everything that came their way. 
They made a report on "conditions" and in it they admit 
"After injecting beer and highballs into a diversified con- 
versation, we retired to a rear room where four skirls, tw> 
clergymen and three others surrounded the large table and 
shook seven games of dice for the drinks." The "we" 
suggests where the "beer and highballs" went to and the 
statement that "seven games of dice" were played, and for 
more "drinks" would further suggest that these parson* 
stayed the full limit. The report states that a number of 
other similar places were visited at which "drinks" were 
also had, so one can imagine that after such a round up 
the minds of these representatives of the Lord could see 
anything, picture anything and tackle anything that came 
their way. And this is the "spirituality" to which the 
Christian church is rapidly leading us. Toledo is being 
mnnnged under "Golden Rule" policies. What an example! 

* # * • 

Miss Lou Lawrence, who has been Secretary of the 
Buckeye Secular Union from its inception seven years ago, 
has, for business reasons, resigned her office, but retains 
her membership in the Union. Her successor is A. M. 
Stowe, of Dennison, a bright, attractive and capable Free- 
thinker, who will, with President Roberta, take an active 

interest in the welfare of the organization. 

• • • • 

Elsewhere in this issue will be found the call for the 
preliminary meeting of the Indiana Secular Union, as pre- 
viously mentioned in our columns. Indiana Freethinker-* 
should make a strong effort to attend this meeting. It will 
be the most important action taken in that state for many 
years. There will be an attractive program, and the Editor 
of the Blade will be on hand to lend his assistance in the 
work. The meeting is at Indianapolis, December 4th and 
5th. 

# • • • 

It is also gratifying to note that through the efforts of 
T. 0. .Tefferies, of Cleveland, Ohio, there is a splendid 
prospect for a Freethought organization, local in character, 
for Cleveland and vicinity. One meeting has already been 
held and another is announced, as will be seen by Mr. 
.Tefferies statement elsewhere in this issue. Let the good 

work go on. Who will be next? 

• • • • 

Having previously purchased 300 copies of the Blade, 
of issue September 10, for distribution, C. R. Woodward, 
a valiant Freethinker, of Lockport, New York, has pur- 



chased another 100 copies of our last previous issue for 
tho same purpose. This is a strong evidence that the Blade 
is growing more and more in favor and the plan, although 
beneficial to the Blade, is one worthy of emulation as it 
gets our principles before so many more people and they 
are calculated to become exponents thereof. 

* * • * 

During the coming week we will commence the distri- 
bution of Dr. Hansman's book, "Man's Origin and Destiny." 
Those who have already subscribed may look for its ap- 
pearance, and those who have not subscribed ought to do 
so now if only to give all possible encouragement to work* 
of this character. 

* • » • 

Eliza Mowry Bliven. Secretary of the Materialist A<-">- 

ciation. has made an entry into Connecticut papers with 

an article one column and a half in lenirfh. in which she 

scores the church and advances the cause of materialism. 

By commenting on the liquor situation her article gained 

admission in the daily press and her strong anrumonts ar^ 

hound to have a wholesome effect. 

« • • • 

The science of archaeologv has been enriched by a val- 
uable find of the petrified skull of a human being imbedded 
in | vein of coal 000 foot below the surface of the earth. 
Tt was unearthed by workmen boring for a tunnel in the 
Maple Hill colliery at Mahanoy City, Pa. The head is 
said to be in perfect shape, with the eyes, ears, nose, and 
even the hair standing in bold relief. Tt is evidently the 
remains of a prehistoric man and is to be sent to some 
Philadelphia museum. This is another nail in the coffin 
of Genesis. 

• • • • 

Judge Peter S. Orosscup. of Chicago, i n an address 
recently delivered before a body of Roman Catholics, do 
plored the "lack of spirituality and religion" in the com- 
mon public schools, and lamented the fact that questions of 
science were permitted to be taught, but not the Chris- 
tian religion. And what particular brand would Judge 
Orosscup like to have tansrht? Could he get another jurist 
to agree with him in his selection? There is no disagree- 
ment over the fundamental truths of science, and the pity 
is that more of it is not taught in the schools than is now 
being given. Observe, however, that Judge Orosscup was 
talking to Roman Catholics. 

• • • • 

Robert Bachman. of "Nazareth. Pa., murdered his five- 
year-old niece. May Trene Smith, claiming that he was 
acting divine guidance. The plea set up by the fanatic's 
wife was that god had killed the child and that her husband 
was god. At that the "new" god is no worse than the old 
one. After being taken to jail he requested the jailer to 
hurry the execution as he was to be "crucified" and he 
wished to "appear before the throne of cod" who had sent 
him on a mission of salvation. Great scheme this relisrious 
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CHEERING WORDS 

SENT TO THE ORIENT. 

(Continued from Page 7.) 
ifestation of the wrath of the divine spook. 
The Mating of the great comet this year 
would be terrifying humanity as a fore- 
runner of nighty wars and fearful famines 
and pestilences. 

For thousands of years the supreme duty 
of men, as taught in these houses built for 
spooks, has not been toward themselves and 
their tenants in common of the earth-— the 
dumb brute world as it has been called— 
but has been towards these fictitious char- 
acters called "gods." No wonder the 
rights of men. the happiness of mankind, 
have oftentimes fallen into decay, and the 
happiness of the gOCUl has been reared of 
their ruins. No wonder the priests have 
been permitted to kill and burn millions 
of men and women and children who did 
not believe in the favorite of the hour 
spook. No wonder a fearful fate has over- 
taken whole sections of the earth because 
of differences of belief about these spooks, 
—because the rights and the happiness of 
man was trampled under foot and the 
rights of the gods uplifted. They are 
teaching the recognition of these rights 
now, and inculcating in the minds of the 
youth the supreme duties they owe to these 
ghosts of the skies. 

My letter is getting long, but I will 
make a sort of quotation from myself. It 
is from a letter which I wrote last week to 
one of the most eminent ministers of the 
gospel in this country, to whom I had oc- 
casion to write. I complimented his abil- 
ity as a preacher, and told him that 1 liked 
verv many of the moral precepts which h" 
taught. I told him t lint one of the troubles 
as I saw it. was that he made the supreme 



duty of men, which was towards each other, 
play second fiddle to that which was false. 
In other words, that truth was made to 
dance and play the fiddle to falsehood; that 
the reality of living men and women was 
made to get down and adore the fiction 
called god. I told bin that I liked much 
of his preaching and their singing, but that 
when I heard them sing and pray and give 
thanks. I had said to myself that when 
they did so "they prayed to nothing, they 
sang to nothing, they appealed to nothing, 
and they gave thanks to nothing, for there 
was nothing there — not a thing." Well, 
he did not like it, judging from his answer, 
but nevertheless I feel sure that what I 
said was true. 

I am too far away to do you any g 1 

as a lawyer, and. besides, your country 
would not probably recognize an Americai' 
lawyer. If I were to give you and your 
friends any advice, I believe that I would 
advise that by some means you get access 
to the Mikado's ear, or to his chief ad- 
visers, or to those high up in government, 
and lay before him or them the fact that 
in former times among the great enlight- 
ened nations of the West, a fierce battle 
was fought for the liberty of speech and 
of the press, and for what is called "re- 
ligious liberty," or the liberty of con- 
science. I would call his or their atten- 
tion to the fact that a nation's standing be- 
fore the bar of modern civilization is meas 
ured very larirely by the amount of this 
liberty of speech, and of the press and of 
conscience, and that Japan could not af- 
ford to be in the back-ground. I would 
call attention to some of the immortal con- 
flicts in which this liberty was flailed out. 
as it were. I would eall his and their at- 
tention to the great arguments of Lord 



Erskine and others of more than a century 
ago, by which, with the aid of the English 
jury, the liberty of the speech and the 
press was established for the benefit of 
the English-speaking people the world over. 
This liberty is now one of the chief corner- 
stones of the English constitution, and of 
the American as well; and while sometimes 
in the heat of passion we may swerve a 
little from the path of its light, we still 
hold to it as one of the most beneficent 
things in what we are pleased to call "free 
government. " 

Iyird Erskine even made a speech before 
an English jury for the life and liberty or' 
Thomas Paine, the great American patriot 
and author of "The Age of Reason," when 
he was in England and made some remarks 
which the powers that be took exception to. 
If you would get the Mikado to reading the 
speeches of Lord Erskine on this subject, 
the great master of the English bar in his 
day and one of the models for lawyers of 
all time, he, Lord Erskine, might yet plead 
for the liberty of your friends with such 
eloquence that the doors of the prison 
would open. The virtue of those argu- 
ments is not run out yet. 

Excuse again such a long letter. I get 
started sometimes and write away beyond 
my proper stopping place. 

With great good will for yon, and with 
the hope that your country will choose 
religious liberty and the freedom of speech 
and of the press, instead of persecution 
and intolerance, and that she will not be- 
lie the good name she has been winning in 
the West,— that is, that she is the most 
progressive and the most enlightened na- 
tion in the East,— I am, with great re- 
spect. 

Columbus, Ohio, U. S. A. 



INDIANA FREETHINKERS' CON- end superstition, and from the attending "Miss Lou Lawrence, Secretary of the 

VENTION. evils; from priest-craft and preacher-craft, B. S. U., having withdrawn from member 

which we consider on a par with witch- ship in said association, therefore I have 

craft; 3. To continue an aggressive cam- nppointed, as her successor Mr. Allied 

Arrangements are now complete for a paign to make and keep our public schools Stowe. of riirichsville, (>., to fill the un- 

roming Convention of "The Indiana Sec- completely secular. 4. To oppose all union expired term, or until his successor is elect- 

ular Association." at Indianapolis, Satur- of church and state under any guise what- ed and qualified. 

day and Sunday. Dec. 4th and 5th. Con- ever." "Mr. Stowe is a genial gentleman, a 

vention headquarters will be at the Clay- Or. J. T. Bowles, of Muneie, Ind., is the Materialist and will make a good Secretary, 

pool, the finest hotel in Indiana, though President, and David W. Sanders, of Cov- GEO. 0. ROUKRTS.Pres. 

persons attending convention may stop ington, Ind., is Secretary and Treasurer, 

where most convenient. The large and and they would like to receive names and FREETHOUOHT IN CLEVELAND. 

beautiful auditorium of the Claypoo! has addresses of all Freethinkers of Indiana 

been secured as the place for holding all and adjoining State*. On Friday, Oct. 8th, the people of Cleve- 

tneetings. The second section of the con- D. W. SANDERS, SEC. land and vicinity who believe in freedom 

stitution is as follows: Covington, Ind. of thought had a meeting, at which over SO 

"Our objects and purposes shall be: 1. were present. The next meeting will be 

To promote the intellectual and social fel- BUCKEYE SECULAR UNION. held at Pythian Temple, Monday, Oct. 18, 

lowship of Rationalists, Freethinkers and at 8 p. m., and present indications are thai 

Truthseekers, by holding at least one con- "Dennison, O., Oct. 10, 1909. over LM will be present. All Freethinkers 

vention annually, and by maintaining a "Office of the President. and persons of good character are welcome, 

chain of correspondence; 2. To expose the NOTICE! Yours for Freet bought, 

fallacies and vices „f all so-called revealed "To the members of the Buckeye Secu- T. C. JEFFRIES, 

religions; and to aid in emancipating our lar Union: Greeting! J612 Ansel Road, Cleveland, 0. 



THE LINCOLN CENT. 

(By John F. Clark. J 
The Lincoln cent is fresh from the mint 
and it is a julep. The design is much 
prettier than the new coin, and the 

MUM design of the religious fakist -is man- 
ifest: "In God We Trust." I think that 
when it comes to trusting for a cent value 
we would trust any one — except God. 

So the lie becomes much more emphatic 
with the "sacred" inscription upon the 
cent. The only fact about the Christian 
religion is the desire to mis-state and to 
do harm. 

A Christian falls into deep water; God 
is on one tide of the pind and a man is on 
the other. The wet one quits trusting in 
(Sod, and begins to bank upon the man, 
and if the man is not responsive the Chris- 
tian goes to the bottom. 

If I were a Christian and my house was 
on fire, 1 would not ring up I he fire de- 
partment, but would say: "O, God! Get 
busy and redeem your part of the prom- 
ise!" If God did not rescind promptly, 
I would insure in another company. 

Lincoln was a non-Christian, arid he is 
honored by the nation by having his head 
npofl the petty coin; but he is mixed up in 
religion with the motto: "In God We 
Trust." Lincoln did talk a little about 
Providence, but he did not shout, his rever- 
ence from the house-toiw. Few Christians 
will reach the high-plane honesty that Lin- 
coln reached, so they would drag him down 
to their level by pretending that he was 
over-zealous in religion. 

With hiirh prices ruling, God will not 
get much trust from one cent. The cant 
will not add value to the cent. It takes 
about 170 of them to make the value of the 
dollar of 1902 in purchasing power. A 
good motto would be: "God Damn the 
Shrinkage." 
Arlington, Md. 
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spiritualism, Doweyism and Eddyism, so 
what is the use prophesying? 
Montreal, Canada. 



AN OLD RELIGION 

(By Norman Murray.) 
The peculiar thing about Dr. Elliott's 
New Religion is that there is nothing new 
about it. Confucius and all the Greek 
and Woman philosophers taught the same 
ideas. Another had feature about it is the 
prophecy that mankind is going to become 
wise and throw nway anpentitioa which 
is contrary to all human experience. Man- 
kind always having been, being now and 
likely to ever consist of knaves and fools, 
the knaves will continue to work the con- 
fidence game on the fools till the end of the 
chapter. At the close of the Augustan — 
the brightest era in Roman history — the 
religion that has been the curse of Europe 
For two thousand years was imputed from 
that fountain head of hatred, superstition 
and fanaticism- -Judea. Now in the age of 
Emerson, Ingersoll, Herbert Spencer, tele- 
phones, telegraphs and railroads, we have 



Takes Issue with Leahy. 

TYLER, OKLA— Allow me the space in 
the Blade to answer the article by Dennis 
Leahy, in issue of July 2!)th. L909. I pre- 
sume from Mr. Leahy's article that he has 
not read Darwin, or he would not criticise 
Dr. H a w a i i 'a great work so hastily. Mr. 
Leahy says he "is satisfied that Darwinism 
is made up of distorted fact and unwarrant- 
ed assumption," and I am equally as well 
satisfied that Mr. Leahy has not read Dar- 
win's great work, and does not understand 
the great laws of Nature or Evolution. Mr. 
Leahy speaks of Evolution as a "prepos- 
tarOlia absurdity" in "box car letters" ad 
he says "Nevertheless, there is a great deal 
of truth in Darwinism." If Darwinism 
is u "pn-pisterous absurdity" in any essen- 
tial part: i. e. the theory of evolution— then 
the wh.de theory will have to fall, for Evo- 
lution is one great natural law. and Evolu- 
tion is Evolution, and it cannot be partly 
one thing and partly another. I inppoM 
by Mr. Leahy's talk that he believes in the 
old Mosaical creation, and believes that the 
great scientific facts of Hacckel. Huxley 
and Darwin are "preposterous absurdi- 
ties." How can Mr. Leahy tell whether its 
"premise is false" by reading Hausman. 
M not? I wish to ask Mr. Leahy how lie 
can understand anything by commencing 
at the top and going down, as you have 
evolution by reading Hausman? Read Dar- 
win; then read "Man's Origin and Desti- 
ny," and you will better understand Dr. 
Hausman 's explanation of the Evolution 
theory, as taught and promulgated by Dar- 
win, Huxley. Haeckel and Hausman. which 
is today accepted by all men of science and 
lovers of truth and reason.— C. E. JOHN- 
SON. 

Fro mthe Puget Sound. 

OLYMPIA, WASH.— Somethinir seems 
to be telling me to write and send you the 
first five dollars I've seen for months. I 
wonder if your mind, too, has been wander- 
ing away off to Washington, and I emugfal 
the telepathic wave. Many things have 
happened since I last wrote you. both good 
and bad. and I think we are nunc apt to 
forget the good than the bad. That always 
remains with us the longest. The past 
weeks have been crowded full. My chil- 
dren have had the scarlet fever, and we 
were put under a strict quarantine. I would 
like to have all the Blue Grass Wade readers 
visit the great Exposition. Of all the 
World's Fairs which have taken place over 
the country, I think the present one mus! 
be the most interesting. There is but one 
Puget Sound, .,ne Olympic Range, and one 
Mount Rainier, in this big count rv. and 
they help to make the view from Seattle 



superb. Puget Sound offers more attractions 
for excursioiiists than any other body of 
water in the world, and it is safe to say that 
not even with the exception of a trip thro' 
the San Juau Islands, is there a more beau- 
tiful panorama of magnificent scenery than 
that witnessed from the cabins and deck 
of the pretty, speedy and comfortable little 
pleasure steamers that make straight thro' 
trips to Seattle. 

I am a seeker after the truth. 
I've come like the dew-drops and go like 
the mist ; 

As frail as a leaf by Autumn's winds kiss'd. 
Fading away like the roses of June, 
Wishing and waiting to meet the unknown. 
When matter and mind are perished and 
lost, 

And all that we see into chaos is tossed, 
From iiothing to nothing we pass out alone, 
Like a Hash, or an echo : ' ' Unknown ! 
Unknown!" 

—MRS. M. E. OADES. 



Puts Heart in Movement. 

SALT LICK, KY.— Yes, I am in favor 
of a National organization, with by-laws 
by which all can think free, write free and 
act free. Let them be open to ALL. Noth- 
ing secret about them, or long obligation. 
Let the world know what we are for and 
against. We have the brains on our side, 
which word (brain) is not in the Hible or 

New Testament. Buppoae the old writers 

weiv ashamed to put it or any thinking or- 
gan in the book. They make the heart 
(which does not) to do all the thinking. 1 
think 1 have been a subscriber since 1880, 
and this is the longest time that 1 have 
been behind (2 years). Set me up ac- 
cordingly. I am 78 years old. Accept 
- for $3.00.— J. S. PITMAN. 



BOOKS! BOOKS!! BOOKS!!! 



The Master-Piece Library. 

Cheap reprints of the Masterpieces of 
the Groat Modern Authors on the Christ- 
ian Superstition, published for Missionary 
purpoSSS by the Rationalist 
lion of London, England. 

" " The Riddle of the I'nivei 

' ' Kducat ion ' '- Spencer. 

"The Evolution of the Idea of God"— 
Grant Allen. 

"Origin of Species "—Darwin. 

• ' Emerson \s Essays ' ' — 

Herbert Spencer's "Philosophy". 

"Creed of Christendom" — QrSg, 

"Spenser's Essays." 

"IngSTBOll'l Lectures and Essays (3 vol.) 

Pains '■ "Age of Reason." 

The above is only a selection out of 7.">. 
Complete list mailed on application. Price 
25< each, postpaid. Six copies to one ad- 
dress at one time. +1.2."). 

NORMAN MURRAY. 

246 St. Ja 
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Naumans Orchestra 

E. D. NAUMAN. Violin. 

ANNA L. NAUMAN, Piano. 

OTTO S. NAUMAN Cornet 

or Clarinet. 
Other Instrument* Added if Des.red. 

Over 500 piece3 of the beet music, suitable 
for any program, always on band. 



BLUE GRASS BLADE. 



Phone 128 1-2. 
SIGOURNEY, - 



Leek Box tOO. 
• • • IOWA. 



A TEIP TO ROME 

By 

DR. J. B. WILSON. 

This work is acknowledged to be one of 
the best descriptive literary efforts of the 
century — A Freethinker's view of the old 
world and what he saw there. 

Oloth— $1.25 postpaid. 

BLUE GRASS BLADE, 
Lexington, Ky. 



Searchlight 

A 20-Page Liberal 
Monthly 



Published by J. D. SHAW, Waco, Texas 

Price of Subscription $1 a Year 
Single Copies 10 Cents 



Evolution Of the God Idea Write for a sample copy, which will be sent free. 



"The Evolution of the God Idea," by 
the late Grant Allen is one of the most 
remarkable books of the century. 63,000 
copies have been printed and nearly all cir- 
culated by the "Rationalist Press Asso- 
ciation" of London, in cheap form, and is 
now offered for 80 cents postpaid by the 
American Agent of the R. P. A. 

NORMAN MURRAY, 
246 St. James St. Montreal, Canada 



BILL'S AVENUE 

makes you cheerful and 
thoughtful. It Is a personal 
department In the WHEEL 
<>K LIKE that grows on you 
You find yourself walling 
with Interest for what "mil" 
has to say next. 

"AN f\ME,RIGflN 

/VlflDON IS fV' Ik a ser- 
ial running In the V> III. 11. 
"BILL" OF LIKE. It Is written by 
Mary Ives Todd, theablest writer of Liberal 
Action since (Jrant Allen, and Is a beautiful 
presentation of the essentially modern 
problem of the Woman in Business. 

THE* WfiBBL OF LIFE. 

A monthly periodical. It deals with 
ORIGINS, theorliin of Marriage, of Ethic s, 
of Kellglon, of Brotherhood, f>f the belief In 
Immortality. It treuts broadly of Love, of 
Human Instincts and Ideals. It takes In 
the whole Wheel of Life, treatlngall subjects 
In such a clear, plain and spicy way that the 
dust Is shaken out and they become as In- 
teresting us a novel to even the casual 
reader. Hend lOcentsfor a six months' trial 
subscription or a quarter for a year. 

DRONE by Joseph Medlll Patterson, 
author of A LITTLE BBOTHKB OF TUB 
RICH." sent without extra ebarge wltba 
a months' trial subscription to the WHEEL 
OK LIFE. Address 

LIFE PUB. CO.. Desk A. St. Louis. Ma 



THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF 

EUGENICS 

Formerly Known as Lucifer the Light Bearer 




The Pioneer Journal— in Modern Timee 

—of an old and almost forgotten science, 
the most important of all sciences, a 
science successfully and openly taught and 
practiced by the ancient Greek* and Egyp- 
tians, but ignored, defeated, scorned by all 
modern nations,— viz :the Science of Right- 
Horning, the Science of Good Generation. 

The Century Dictionary thus defines 
Eugenics: "The doctrine of Progress, or 
Evolution, especially in the human race, 
through improved conditions in the rela- 
tions of the sexea." 

Its central thought is freedom of Moth- 
erhood, the Self-Ownership of Woman in 
the Realm of Sex and Reproduction — in- 
telligent and responsible Parenthood. 

This much neglected, this tabooed, dis- 
graced, and almost unknown science was 
named "Eugenics by Franci* Galton, a 
of, and cq-worker with, the great 



Charles Darwin and now, both in England 
and in Continental Europe, is beginning 
to receive the attention its importance 
demand*. 

The American Journal of Eugenic* is 
now in its 30th year of publication, sus- 
tained by a long list of able and well- 
known contributors, women and men of 
national and international reputation; it is 
now published bi-monthly— standard mag- 
azine size— at Los Angeles, Calif.; price, 
$1 a year postpaid; single copy, 15c. 

Trial subscribers will receive three back 
numbers, less than a year old, also a copy 
of the booklet, "Institutional Marriage," 
a lecture by the editor — all for 25e in 
stamps or coin. For sale by newsdealer*, 
of sent postpaid by the editor and pub- 
lisher, Moses Harman, with lists and 
prices of standard English and American 
Eugenic publications. AddreM 1319 Kal- 
ian, Ave, Los Angeles, Calif. 
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15 



Be Sure and Subscribe Far 



The Woman and 



S^Jte&St The Prospector" 



fortnightly Journal af 

In Politics, Scl#nc# ansJ 



Of the 

CANADIAN SECULAR UNION AND THE 
TORONTO SECULAR SOCIETY. 

• • • J. Spencar Kills, 
at 185V, Queen St. Weat, To- 
la 




Thought." 
St. West, Toronto. Cm. 



printing, etc.. ahould be 
C. M. ELLla. Proprietor and 
Secular Thought. 



THE WORLD'S BEST WA1 

The World's 

Best Watches 



Men's Regular (18) size; 
"Special Ry.," 23 Jewels, $26; "New 
Ry.," 23 Jewels, $20; "Dueber Watch 
Co.," 21 Jewels, $15; "Dueber Grand," 17 
Jewels, $8; 15 Jewels, $6; 7 Jewels, $4.50. 

Elgin or Walthain: " Veritas " or " Van- 
guard," 23 Jewels, $29; "Father Time," 
or "Crescent Str.," 21 Jewels. $22.50; "B. 
W. Raymond," 19 Jewels, $20; Same 
"A. T. Premier," 17 Jewels, $18.50; 
"Wheeler," or "P. S. Bartlett," 17 
Jewels, nickle, $9; Same, gilt, $7; 15 
Jewels, $0; 7 Jewels, $5; all in Silverine, 
screw case. In 20-year Gold case $3, or in 
25-year case $5 more. Every Watch fresh 
from factory, prepaid with guarantee. 

Send for prices of Watches not enumer- 
ated here (or order from any of my old 
price-lists). Chains, Fobs, Diamonds, 
Jewelry, Optical Goods, Freethought 
Badges, Ingersoll Spoons; Ring Gauge and 
my great little tract: "Theism In the 
Crucible," fm 

OTTO WETTSTEIN. 



Is the title of a romance every man, woman 
child should read. It should be In the 
of all who are opposed to supersti- 
tion and graft, as it la a protest against 
vaccination, vivisection, medical legislation 
and the administration of drugs to human 
beings; at the same time points out the 
only method for the cure of the consump- 
tive. The booklet la really free, but the 
cost of advertising and postage we figure 
at 10 cents; ao if you wish a copy, send 
us 10 cents. a. M. PARKER, 

CANCER I 
AFFLICTED — LISTEN ! 

I CURE all external Cancers, Tumors, 
Wens, Carbuncles, Fistulas, Felons, etc. 
Remove Hirthmarks, and other unsightly 
growth! that disfigure human beings. Can- 
cers a Specialty. I use liquid remedies. I 
do not use knife or plasters. Cure is abso- 
lute, unless beyond the power of man. If 
you have a suspicious growth, don't wait 
until one foot is in the grave, and the 
other caving in. Please don't cry "Fakir, 
Fraud, Graft," etc., until you investigate. 
Write for free booklet. 

DR. H H. DOW, 
858 N. Raymond Ave. Pasadena, Calif. 

WANTED! ~~ZZ^ 
Men or women to learn the barber's trade 
or ladies' beauty parlor work. This is the 
largest college in the States. A $15 tuition 
includes everything. Steady practice WSgSa 
while learning, and position nfterwards. 
Write for catalogue. 

PALMER BARBER COLLEGE, 

LouisviUe, Ky. 



THF PROCESSION of PLANPTS 

IS THt GREAT NEW BOOK. IF KOI) *** 1 U 
wonder why ine tinh mm t v wrlic lo the mhor lor I 

Murray's Clearance Sale 

75c for 30c postpaid. 

Byron's Forbidden Fruit, Paul Bert 'a 
Jesuit Morals, Tolstoi's Root of Evil, Sil- 
cox's Sacredness of Man, Livingston and 
the Boers," Murray's British Landlord, 
Moses and the Prophets, ;)0 Propositions 
of a Pagan's Religion, The Open Challenge, 
Ten Commandments, Bible Texts, etc. etc. 
The total retail price of the lot comes to 75 
cents. I will send the whole together, post 
paid, for 30 cents. 

NORMAN MURRAY, 
246 St. James St. Montreal, Canada 



JUST OUT I 

NAMING SONG AND BURIAL SONG 
FOR 



Each a Duet and a Concert Piece for Piano. 
Also Variations for Violin, Flute, or Bella. 

PRICE, 25 CENTS EACH. 

I have composed these songs for the 
benefit of Freethinkers, or men of CommoD 
Sense, who do not w<sh to insult our Cre- 
ator with Bible rot. , 

QUIRIN BACHLER, 
2277 Fulton St., Cbicago, DJ, 

TheloTy Bible 

In a Nutshell 

A New Booklet showing up the contradle 
tlons and fallacies of the Christian bible. 

Jus t he thing to pass around among 
your religious friends to "Jarr" their fait* 
and destroy their godwebs. Ready Soo> 
Order Now! Single copy 10c, S for 25e, 1« 
fer $1.00. 

Address: J. FRANTZ, 
1112 Eddy Street, San Francisco. Cal 

Give E'm Fits. 




That's what "iHK 
SCARl.KT SHADOW," 
Walter Hurt'* gr«»t rad- 
ical novel, does to the 
loices of bigotry and su- 
perstition And the sec- 
ular press of the country, 
goaded by the churcfe 
element, is throwing- a 
over It. too. No other 
i ovf 1 of this decade has 
been so widely and so 
bitterly denounced by 
erthortejx gfttftM —which 
la sufficient proof that It 
U all right It has cre- 
ated a sensation In con- 
servative circles and 
consternation 



It la enthusiastically 
endorsed t>y leading 
Freelthlnkers through- 
out the world. Tou ah 

know how Hurt can write, and In this book 
be la at tils best. It la an elegant volume. 
At to ornament the finest library; 
422 pages, printed on heavy egg-i 
In ox-blood cloth. 
»160. postpaid. 

BLUE QRAS8 BLADE. 

Ky. 



W. F. Bozeman 

Leesburg, Fla., 
Southern Fruit and Produce Broker. 
Melons a specialty. Fifteen years experi- 
ence buying and shipping melons. Will, as 
usual, follolw the business in Georgia, Ask 



Man's Origin and Destiny 

By Dr. A. Hausman, Alameda, California 

This is the Greatest Book of modem tim s on the theory of Evolution applied to Sociology. 

It will shortly he issued in book form by the Blue Gras. Blade, making a book of nearly 500 pa.;es. The author has 
dedicated it to Prof. Ernst Haeckel, and tl u great Jena philosopher has accepted the ' idication . 

$2.00 $2.00 

Subscribe Now and Save Money 

All charges of postage will be prepaid upon advance subscriptions. 

The first chapters are now in the press and publication in book form will immediately 
follow its serial publication in the blade columns. 

SuDscribe Now Subscribe Now 

JAMES E. HUGHES, Lexington, Ky. 

CORRECT THINKING 

This Book is a Herald of the New Learning' 



«ie First Gun in a Revolt Against Leisure-Class Ideals of Education 



By PARKER H. SERCOMBE, Editor To-Morrow Magazine 

' ' Expert breeders and trainers of horses permit their own children to fade and die for want of applying 
the knowledge they have but do not use." 

' ' Owners of Angora cats who know how their pets have become beautiful as the result of but a few 
generations oi' intelligent selection, do not dream of the wondrous results, were the same law applied to 

their own race." 

"The world thoughtlessly overlooks the principles employed by Burbank and other successful 
lybridists, not realizing that each discovery has its corresponding application to the human specie*." 
" Man has not yet started to live a mind-directed, reasoned-out life. ' ' 

OUR ENTIRE SYSTEM OF EDUCATION IS WRONG 
25c the copy Five copies, 91.00 9I5.OO the hundred 

TO-MORROW PUBLISHING COMPANY 
139 East 56th St.. Chicago. 111. 



